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educated classes throughout the" civilised world, the
Parliament of our Hanoverian Kings was busy with
controlling executive action, with the discussion of
foreign policy, with vehement debates on foreign
wars ; but it hardly legislated at alL The truth is
that the enthusiasm for legislative change took its
rise, not in a popularly governed but in an auto-
cratically governed country, not in England but in
France. The English political institutions, so envied
and panegyrised on the Continent, could not be copied
without sweeping legislative innovations, but the
grounds and principles on which these innovations
were demanded were, as we shall see, wholly unlike
anything known to any class of English politicians.
Nevertheless, in their final effects, these French ideas
have deeply leavened English political thought, mix-
ing with another stream of opinion which is of recent
but still of English origin.

An absolute intolerance even of that description
of change which in modern language we call political
thus characterises much the largest part of the human
race, and has characterised the whole of it during the
largest part of its history. Are there then any
reasons for thinking that the love for change which
in our day is commonly supposed to be overpowering,
and the capacity for it which is vulgarly assumed to
be infinite, are, after all, limited to a very narrow
sphere of human action, that which we call politics,